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MINUTES. 


plein pee 
Fam River, Lawrence QGovnry, Missi, ) 
. September’ 8th, 1855. 

The Peart River Assocation met this day with the Mair 
River Church, according to appointment. 

1. At 11 o'clock, a. m., Elder WittiaM Fortmserrryj preached 
the Introductory Sermon, from Rev. 21 ch. and latter clause of 
the 9th verse, “Come Author, I will shew thee the Bride, the 
Lamb's Wife.” - ‘ 

¥. After a recess of half an hour, the Delegates assembled in 
the Meeting House, and the former Moderator being absent, 
Elder Wt. Foxrinserry was called to the Ohair, and the’ Asso- 
ciation called to order. Prayer by Elder A. MoKenzir. | 

3. The letters from the several churches were presented and 
read by Bros. W. Barnes and James Mikell, The sie of the 
churches minuted, and names of the delegates enr lled, ds is 
shown in the subjoined table.* Brethren Simeon Ross, G. C. 
Fortinberry and G. H. Barrett, committee to receive contri- 
butions. 

4. The Association then went into an election of ‘Officers for 
the present year, Bros. Wm. Barnes and Jagnes Mikell acting 
as tellers, which resulted in the choice of Elder Wa. Forrin- 
ueRkY, Moderator; Elder A. MoKinzir, Clerk, and Bro. Sumon 
Ross, continued Treasurer. ie 1 

5. Ministering brethren, not delegates, were invited. to seats 
with us, to aid us by theif counsel in our, deliberations, 

6. Gave an opportunity for newly constituted churehes to be- 
Come members of the Association, when a petitionary letter was 
frescated from Sand Hill Church, Marion county, iMiss., by 
er delegates, and on eing read, was found orthodox, (it being 
constituted upon the articles of faith of this Assogiation by 

Iders Wm. Fortinberry and W, Varnado,) and on métion, was. 
ynanimously received, and the delegates receiyéd the’ right 
and of fellowship from the Moderator. oa 


—-_ | 
* Statistical Table showing the state of the Church—See page 8. 
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m the Strong River.—Elders Jamon Maer y.and W. To- 














ler, messengers. - The letter and ‘minutes friled. , 
From thé Eastern Luuisiana.—A | tterjand | . ‘céljof min- 
utes by the hand of Elder G. Mullins (bu ther tet the failure of 
] lder W. Aller » his ¢ olleague,)-thessengers| . 
ke the Mississippr ~A letter and p reel of minutes by 






the hands of EI lers Shadrie Kk Co ake rand Z. Re ‘ite 8, nessen gers, 
from the E-henezer.—A letter and minutes; but regret their 


failed. 





messengérs 
Received -a circular address, by-the hand 9f Elder James 
. Murrey, relative to a contemplated meetipg of Associations, 
Missionaty Societies, Bible Societies, Wec., tlo be held at Bethel 
Church, Newton e eT: Miss.; Saturday before. the fourth 
Lord's day in ¢ oe next,'to.take into cobsi deri ition the p ~ 
} riet y of organizi a Gene ral Asso Cc iation| the bette rto ena 
‘le us to carry out the be ne volent objects gf the day, praying 


























our co-operation, which sul ject Was, on mdtion taken up “and 
i Klde#Miirre ¥y received the right hand fro) n the moderator, and 
he was invite et a seat among Us and on thotion a committee 
; of five-Wwas appointed. consistin ¢ of Bro. W ili iam ‘Barnes, chair- 
) mah, Elders Ws m. Williams, Calvin } Magee J ospp yh E. Pounds - 
| 





and Bro. Jas. Mikell: and on motion, the moderator and clerk 
were added, t to have the matter run der con isideration and re- : 


port on Me mday . 












10. Resolved, That we send two mé sengers to each of our 
sister associations with whem welec 


otres] ond this year. 
1 } ° i. 
Ll. A rranged correspond. nee wit h sister lassoti: itions as fol: 











” 3 2 Pa, i : 
Elder O. L. Johnson, to| write; Elders W. 


and G. H. Barrett, messengers. | 









L MMI*Miand,- ld r 4 Price, to} write; [elders C. 
_ Magee and William Fortinberry y,|messengerp. | 
Py i.- Elder ©. AE a e; to write; Klders W. Fortin- 
A. McKenzie, messe ngers. 
Bro. James Mikell: to write: Hild ts W. Williams 
ph E. Pounds, mes engers. Bro. Jj M. Camel obtain- 


ed ieave ot abe ence. ‘ 
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12. Thé moderator appointed bros. S. 
and G, Cf Fortinberry, 4 committee on fins ne 
rice, —On'm eo adj arn «l until 9 o'clock 
« the r by Lider J. Murrey. 
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(The SabBath morning was. yery unfavorable, but notwith- 
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‘ m" : . : I * ‘ . . ? ae 
ro lt. Lhe ‘committee on preaching reported. that Eldérs' /N 
I Morris, J. E. P le anil’ » 1 ) : hi 
ena-¥ i iris, 0d. ounds and bs Reives, preacn to-day, in the order : 
ring a their names: when on motion, the report avas received. a1 
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air. Js. Lhe committee appointed to haye the subject of the pp- 
nda. prety of organizing a General Association, &e), made their 
lerk report, which on motion, was received and adopted.—See Ap- 


re- Tha’ : i 
the committee on finance made their report, whieh. was 
our : Cad, Fe elted and adopted. —See Appendix B. 
Appointed Elder, ©. Mugee to preach the intr <luctary 
- rmon at the next Association, and Elder A. McKenzie hii pl- 
ternate. 

_ 18. Che moderator appointed Bro. James Mikell to v rite a 
oe ot correspondence to the contemplated General Assocja- 
tion, and Elders A, McKenzie, G. H. Barrett. and Bro. VW ‘ 
darnes, messengers. ‘The letter prepared was read, and on njo 
Hon, was received. \ | 
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f Ms i Appointed the clerk to superintend the printing and-djs-* 
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allowed the us 
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ven hundred copies of these minutes, and he be 
ual compengation for his services, $15 00. , 
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the Ebenezer Church, Covington county, Miss., Saturday be- 





















































fore the second Lord’s day in September, 1856. Introductory Report ¢ 
at 11 o’clock A. M. Pee 
21. Read and adopted the letters to the| several sister Asso- We, the 
ciations. re 
4 92: Resolved, That the resolution making it the duty of cor. Orie Re 
responding messengers to report at the next Asjociaton be, and mend the 
is now, recinded. or. 
23. Resolved, That we recommend to tle churches compo- gation te 
sing this Association more diligence and activity in the mis- end that ¢ 
sionary cause, and especially the mifisters attending said . Cpe 
charches, to labor to bring the subject before the brethren, and 
earnestly solicit their contribution in aiding us to supply the 
destitute with the preached word. 
24. Resolved, That we now close the iation business and We. th 
take up the missionary business, | of oceans 
25. Called for and read the report of the missionary board, 
‘and on motion, it was received and Pogue ey Appendix O. 
26. On motion, the missionary of the board, Elder W.. For- 
tinberry, was requested to make a brief statement of his labors 
and field of labor, which he did at some idngth, and his state- Simeon 
ment was so interesting it could not fail to|effect the feelings ths ob 
and sympathies of every lover of our Lord Jesus Christ. Retuine 
: 27. The following brethren were duly appdinted the Mis- —— 
sionary Board for the present year. Cr. 
i} Members of the Board.—James Mikell, M. M. Fortinberry, By cash, 
H. Hooker, Geo. Burkett, A. J. Burkett, F. M) Polk, William ae 
Williams, William. Barnes, N. W. Lea, Thomas Price, J. D. By cash 
Cannon and Simeon Ross. l By cash 
28. There appearing no further business, the Association By cash 
closed in harmony and good order, to meet at) the time and © Ballance 
) place above stated. : Pad . 
Sermon by Rev. Z. Reives, and benediction by the Modera- gerne 
tor. ‘ W. FORTINBERRY, Moderator. Received 
; A. McKenzte ,Clerk. . | ,; ee 
' oR. 
° | By cash | 
Leaves ir 
/ Names of M imisters, pened B 
JESSE. CRAWFORD, WILLIAM FORTINBERRY, Immediat 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, CALVIN MAGEE, - m. Willia 
mt) ALEX. McKENZIE, chris E. POUNDS, At its ong 
G. H. BARRETT, . ft conan), 
: Licentiarres. | In ae hese 
O. L: JOHNSON, THOMAS PRICE. August 








APPENDIX <A. 
Report of the Special Committee on the subject of Forming a Gen- 
: eral Association, ec. 

We, the committe to whom was referred the subject of ithe propriety of co- 
operating with other Associations in forming a General Association for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the benevolent objects of the day, beg leave to present the fol- 
lowing Report: While we do not feel prepared, with the light$ before us, to tecom- 
mend the project of such an organization, yet we do by no means disapprove of 
the subject. but recommend the full and free investigation and consultation on the 
subject; and therefore recommend to the Association, the appointment of a dele- 
gation to said meeting, with a fraternal letter stating our position and situation, 
and that the whole matter be referred to the church of this Associatiod, and re- 
quest them to send up in their letters to the next Association, their views on the 
subject. Respectfully submitted, 

f 4.4 , W. BARNES, Chairman. 
y Via 


Ae / 
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APPENDIX B. 
REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE. x 
We, the Committee on Finance, beg leave to repori, that .we havé examined 
the Treasurer’s Report, and find it correct. ' 
Respectfully submitted, 
G. H,. BARRETT, 
G. C. FORTINERRY, Committee. 
S ROSS. 
, TREASURER’S REPORT. 
Simeon Ross in account with the Pearl River Association, 1855. 
Received at last Asse:iation for Association parposes from 
the churches, - - 
Returnéd by S, B. Mullins, Clerk, Jie - 
Returned by J, E. Pounds, messenger, * Oa 
Ballance on hand last year brought forward, - 
Cr. . 
By cash to C. Magee, Clerk fees for printing and distributing 
the minutes, - - - - - - 50 00 
By cash to Wm. Fortinberry, messenger, - : 12 00. 
By cash to J. E. Pounds, messenger, 7 50 
By cash to Wm. Williams, messenger, 7 50 
By cash to Jesse Crawford, messenger, - 7 50—- 87 50 


Ballance on hand, ejise - - : $300 25 . 
MISSIONARY PURPOSES, 
Received at the last! Association from churches and public 

collections, &ec , - - - - - 127 45 
Received of Board of Pearl River Association, -| 41 45 
see on hand last yearbrought forward, -— - 102 90—$271' 60 

R. 

By cash to Wm: Fortinberry, our missionary, for 123 days labor, 184 50 


-__— 


Leaves in the hands of the Treasurer for missionary purposes, 87 30 
° 8S. ROSS, Treasurer. 


APPENDIX C. , ; 
REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY BOARD, 

Beloved Brethren: With greatful feelings, your missionary Board: presents to you a 
brief statement of facts during the past associational ‘year. ; 
Immediately after the Association adjourned, the Board met and organized., Elder 

m. Williams was re-elected President and James Mikell, Secetary. 
At its organization, your Board had the pleasure of re-appointing, Elder William 
Fortinberry, who consented to still labor for the Board in the! field where’ he had. 
0 toiling for tw o-years past, with privilege of extending them further if possible. 
. the latter part of Uctoher he again entéred his field of labor and closed with 
ugust, Shas 





ee 
joard takes the highest pleasure in stating that prot Fortinberry has 
cements with great punctuality and zeal, and wa have felt encour. 
rengthened by the interesting acqounts we have recdjved in his reports, 
} tiew changes; hq has or extended his route to 


mace hut f 
mde Hut il 


lers an impor t station; his congr 


he co gatiobs are large and at- 
lace. With aid of Elder Varnado he constituted a church notwith- 
r were tew in t At preserit oar missionaty thigks the prospect for 
g up a charch of ‘some strength, Very flattering.| He} has also with the 
of Elder Varnado constituted a church at a station, abut 14 miles west of Red 
x Charch, \this isalso a place of some protbise. By comppring Elder Fortinberry's 
of the present year with those of former years, his congregations are increas- 
y and their cries to havethe gospel preached among them, are: numerous and 
| 
rother Fortinberry has in his different trips Baptized ten persons, traveled | 1799 
hed one hundred and four (104) sermons, exhit “ted the word of truth to 
ligent persons, and-constituted two ¢hurches, durihg the 123 days he was 
1 inthe service of the Board 

leinnot suppressthe vclief that ‘great 200d h us been one by the labors 
have been recounting aud hope the day is|not far distaht when we shall sce 

» fields } been so barren whiteljning to the hajrvest|! As a further ev 


da which ‘hav« ; 
rat our labo ‘Ss 10t been in vain Wwe have received conu butions, as Io 


» Red Creak-Thurch and co igregation, $26 95. From the Sand Hill 

5. From the Pal stine Church 84 76, amo ae all th 841 45. This sum 

i by the hand of our missionaty. In conclusion, Dear Brethre:?, your 

ut they have taken pleas¢re in performing the duties assigned 

have endeavored to disc! " faithfully. At ay jearly meeting of 
zreed' to, meet quarterly which|we have done faithfully. 


the above to your christain ¢ * ration atdirefer you to your Trea 


tate of yo irfinauces. In behalF of the board | . 
: Ps cS w.W ILLIAMS, President. 
Jas. Mixett, Seeretary } : } 
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Order ‘of Business for this Association. 


| e 
Eject Officers. 

Invite Ministers to seats. 

Give opportunity for the reception of other Churches. 
Appoint a Committee on Preaching. 

Receive Correspondence from other bodies. 

Arrange Correspondence, 

Appoint Committees. 

Call for Queries. 

Call for Reports, 

Make Appointments. 

Attend to Petitions, 

Miscellar.éous Matters. : 

Missionary Business. 


Adjournment. 





STATISTI 


SHOWING THE STA 
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* DELEGATES... 


Josern Pounvs, H. Davis. i China Grove. 
.|James Mikell, H. Hooker...........+< + -: + «|{Monticello. . 
H. Parmer, 0. L. Johnson,...........-4 Rayville..... 
J. W. Woolf, T. Wallace {Meet cae 
.|Wm. Barnes, E. Bass* i w ees vs 
-|Pair River... 
Wa. "Fortixperny, A. A, Sheppard Monticello 
auf N. W. Lee, Wu. Wittiaus [=e Carmel... 
Magee's Creek, T. P. Stovall, Wm. Sibley China Grove. +} 6}. .1.- 
New Zion... ./C. K. Fortinberry, Jos. Lewis Hs Conleys las Z 34 , 00 
Red Creek. ../H. H. Dale, Peter Hatten Fifnt Creek...| 3] ee Aakash eho on! 
Silver Creek: .|C. Mace, G. C. Fortinberry, Wm. Eleey. {Pike Imesville . . sete 5 wo 


2 m 09 69 


a 
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Silver Creek : . |Simeon Ross, Lhomas-P rice. ‘Lawrence. ..~ Monticello ... fs ck Gee ches ( 00 
Society Hill: AB Powell, “M-M. Fortinberry:. 2.25... .. . a ie = 
Shiloh:;<... iG. H. Barnetr, J. Grice “ = +] 43] 10). 5: oo! 
Sand Hill, ..”.'J. Smith, W. J. Lea i Riceville.....]...[ .sfecfesfeedes] --f oo] 22) 15) 75] 
E. Thornhill, M. Manne iConleys...... iz - | / o 


Union Hall. g7 Me Campbell la 00}. 


* Absent. oe 
(3 Names of ordained minister in suri cars; licentiates in italics. 459 119 Ti 108 


see 
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i Serr. 19th, 1856. 


The Pearl River Baptist Association met this day accord- 
ing to appointment af benezer theeting house, Covingtor 
county, Mississippi. 

Ati1 o'clock, a. m., adisconrse infioductory was delivered by 
brother Calvin. Mageeyfom Eph., §th chap., and Ist verte: 
“Be ye therefore follo of God, hs dear children.” 

After an intermissi@p, the delegates from the several 
churches convened, san oP mn, and prayer being offered by 
hrother Jesse Crawford,*thé Association was called to order 
by brother Wm. Fortinberry, the former Moderator. 

Brother N. Robertson was appointed Clerk, pro tem., te 
supply the exigency of the Clerk for last year. 

tothers Wm. Barnes and James Mikell were appointed te 
read the letters from the churches} aud H. H. Dale and G. C. 
Fortinberry to receive contributiogs. 

The Association was then organiged in due form, by electing | 
Jess Orawford, Moderator, Norvell Robertson, Clerk, a 
a Ross, Zreasurer: Brothers Barnes and Mikell acting 
as tellers. | 

Ministers present, not membera of the Association, were 
requested to take seats with us. 

Rules of Decorum were thenrgad by brother M ikell. ' 

“On invitation, the chureh at Providence, Pike county, ald 
the church at Gainsville, Hancock county, on’ petition, were 
received into this Association en y with the provisions 
of the Constitution. 

A committee on preaching wip appointed, consisting -ot 
vrothers Barnes, Hooker, Dickersqn, Davis and ‘Thornhill. 

' Received from corresponding Adseciations, as fol ows: From 
the Strong River, a letter ‘by th hands of her  messengets 
Elders William Toler and James Murry.—From the Ebenezer. 
Aletter and package of minutes by the hands of her messen- 
gers, Elders John P. Martin, Willlam FE. Sheppard and N. 
Robertson.—From the Mississippi, a package of minutes, by 
the hands of her messengers, Eld¥gs Zachariah Reeves and 
Shadrach Coker.—From the Eastaff. Louisiana, a package of 
minutes by the hand of her messe¥ger. Eld. Wm. H. Varnado. 


The committee on preaching repprted that they bad ap- 
pointed brothers J: P. Martin and 7aijiweyes to preach in: 


the forenoon; brother E. ©. Eager to pr ore 
and brother Robertson to close. 
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| red 
Arranged correspondence with sister Asséciation as follows: 
viz: Brother M. M. Fortinberry to write to the Strong River, 
brothers William Williams and G. H, | Barrett messengers,— 
Brother Mikell to write to the Mississi}jpi, abd brothers Ualvin 
Magee and Wm. Fortinberry messengefs.-— Brother Magee to 
write to the Ebenezer, and brothers N. Robertson and Thonras 
Price messengers. Brother Price tolwrite to the Eastern 
Louisiana, and brothers C. Magee and J. F. Pouns Inessengers, 
Brothers E. M. Fortinberry and H. Davis\obtained leave of 
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Association rior Ba to 9 o’elodk, Monday morning next, 


Prayer by brq@ther Eager. We | 
, 
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4 , | " 
_ \Lard’s @ay Sopt 14th, 
A large congregation was ir. attendan considering the po 

ulation of the suffounding country; brathers John P. Martia 
and Z. Reeves préached from the ‘stad fh thé forenoon: inthe 
afternoon bro, E,.C, Eager preached, 'a (by request of bro. 
Robertson) clos SBrvices by exhortation and prayer.— 
The vuxercises were lucid and impressive and there were evi- 
dent manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s presence. , 
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: Monday, Sept. 130A, 9 o'clock, a, m. 
j Met purswant zo adjournment. 
4 Brother Reeves led in prayer. Ll | 
: Called the roll. | md yr 
Agreed that thd Clerk of Bethany church be-authorized +o 
farnish a corrected list of her statistics|to|the Clerk of the As- 
sociation for insertion in the Table re ' 
Agreed to resunje cufrespondence with the 'MississippijRiv- - 
er As-ociation; ay accordingly brother rawford was appoint- 
ed to write fo herjjand bros. Crawfordjand Pouns messengers. 
; Brothers Dicke 






n and Barngs Were appointed an Auditing 





Committee. 
Bro, E. C. Eage agent of the Missisaip i College-at Clinton, 
resented the clainjs, prospects and condition of said literary 
nstitution, in an inptructi:e and highly interesting address, 
to which we attended with pleasare. Brother Eager Was in- 
vited toa seat-withifus. f 

The anditing comjmittee'made the follo ring report: 

'€ the committ¢e on finances beg leave to report” that “we 

s ave examined the/[reasurer's Report and find it*eorrect and. 
sustained by propetlyouchers, OHN DICKERSON, ° 
i Ht | Charnes. 
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Letters to corresponding Associations were read and ap. 
proved, ; 

Bro. N. Robertsou was appointed to preach the introduetory 
at our next Session, and bro, Win. Williams his alternate. 

Agreed that the next meeting of the Association be held 
with the church at Silver Creek, Pike county, commencing on 
Saturday before the Second Sunday in September, 1857. - 

The Clerk was requested to superintend the printing and 
distribution of thé minutes of this session, and directed to dis- 
wie by mail, only where it is not practicable to do if by 
her means. Ordered, that lie receive the, usual compensation 
for his servéees; and draw upon the Treasurer for arly moneys 
necessary for the payment of postage. 

On motion by bro. Magee:—esolved, That it is the delib- 
‘erate opinion of this Association, that the practice of buying 
and selling intoxicating liquors is a great moral sin, extepting 


‘when done for medical or sacramental uses, and that ifa 


member of any of our.churches, should be engaged: in such 
traffic, it is the duty of the church, if such offender will not 
relinquish the practice, to exclude him from fellowship. ° 

On motion, by bro. Barnes: Resolved, That the provisions 

«of the latter member of the 15th article of the gules of De- 

corum ot this Association be abrogated; and that said 15th 
article shall hereafter read thus; “A majority of the members 
present shalt. be necessary to carry any proposition or motion; 
and the Moderator shall -vote as other mombérs when thy 
question ‘is taken.” 

On motion, by bro. Robertson: —Wunreas, the Mississippi 
College, at Clinton, Hinds county, adopted by the Mississippi 
Baptists in the fall of, 1850, is now upon a firm foundation; 
over ninety thousand dollars having already been raised to- 


wards the completion of its proposed endowment of one/+iun- 


dred thousand dollars; and whereas, young Ministers or Li- 
centiates by the aid of the Mississippi Education Dorieny, may 
have both their board and tuition free of charge, several such 
being now there, and whereas, E. C. Eager, agent of said Col- 
lege, who has been canvassing the State for about four years, 
is now present, and has been invited to a seat with us as such, 
and is intending to visit as many of our Eesehan as he well can, 
therefore, Resolved, That we heartily approve of said College, 
and cheerfully commend it to Baptists in particular, and to all 
others in general, and cordially recommend its Agent to’ the 
kind regards and aid of all within our’ bounds. Any desired 
information about the College may be obtained by correspon» 
dence with the Agent, FE, C. Eacur, Otinton, Hinds co, Mi. 

_ On motion, by a Robertson: Whereas, the Southern Bap- 
list Publication Society, located at Charleston, 8, O. recently 
Faised an endowment of twenty-five thousand dollars as a per- 
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uanent publication) fund, and is now prosperously engaged ia 
publishing various rgligious and denominational works, well, 
adapted to our familjes, Sunday Schoolk nd Bible Classes, 
therefore, Reso.ven\} That we recommend baid Society and its 
publications to all the churches within) oar bounds, hoping 
that they will open dprrespondence with its| Corresponding See. 
retary, J. P. Fustry at Charleston, 8. CO. through whom Cata- 
logues of books and ll desired information may be obtained. 


On motion by broj Mikell, Resozven, That We }, recommend. 
to the churches composing this Association! the establishment 
of Sunday Schools ij their midst. 4 
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The A no ge i} P the Mission ary Bard) was read by 
bro i ry of the’ Board; which being 
re ‘aad approlbd was ordeted to |bel published ih the 
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Minutes. | 


j Ie g 
Brother Wm. Fonfinberry, our Missignary, then gave an 
account of his labors and of the encouraging prospects ofsue- 

cess in the field ocefpied by him dering the year. 


sisting of James MiNell, M. M. Fortinberry, Hymrick Hook- 
er, George Burkett,/A. J. Burkett, F. M. Holk,| William Wil- 
liamis, William Barngs, N. Robertson, ‘Thomas Price, J. D. 
Cannor and Simeon Ross, it] 


The business of kp Association being finished the minutes 
were read and appréved. Ait 


The Moderator delivered a partiu addres and prayer was 
offered by bro. Robeftson. ° . ap  ] rida 
And then, the Asséciation adjourned. |__| 
; _ || JESSE CRAWFORD, Moperatoz. 
Norvett Ronertudn, Clerk. Iti. od 


Appointed the Mggsionary Board nrg ensting year, con- 


: 


Pearl River Association, 
churches, ij 


Returned by J..E. Pouns, raessenger, ; 
Baleece 00 hand: lect year, || : : 


a . 





Yo William Portinberry, 

To Alexander’ McKenzie, 

ToJ, B. Pouns, 

To William Williams, i: 

To Calvin Magee, : 

To H. G. Barrett, : sabia 4ee 

To A. McKensie*for Clerk's fee and printing Minutes, _ 


Make, $122.50-——— 
Balance on hand, for Associations) purposes, } 808,00 


Received last Agsociation, forfMissionary” purposes from the churches, 108.10 
By public collection at Association, : ’ 28.25 
Received from the Executive Board in Augwst last, 56.60 

Balance on hand Jast year, ¢ : : 87,30 
_ Total, : 2 280 25 
cR. — . 
By cash to William Fortinbetry, our Missionary for 128 days labor, ‘ $ 184.50~ 
Which leaves a balance in the Treesury of - : : : | $95.75 
§, ROSS, Treasurer. 


A Rt AAA ALLL ASS: 4 
‘Report of the Missionary Board. 


Dear Brethren: —We deem it unnecessary in submitting this communication to 

t ani extended and circumstantial account of the general concerns of your 

missionary organization, and therefore design to do but little more than to present to 
you # brief statement of their labora, and its visible results. 

Immediately after the ce tag of the Association, your Board met and organ- 
ized by choosing Wm. Wi President and James Mikell, Secretary. And at 
the same time appointed bro, Wm. Fortinberry, & Missionary (o occupy the fitid of his 
former Jabors, with the privilege of extending his bounds ‘should he deem it his 
duty to do so, \ 

Since then, your Board has met regularly, and received Reports of the labors of 

- your Missionary; by which it appears that he has spent one hundred and) twenty- 
three days in missionary services during which he has traveled 1816 milea, There 
have been present at the different times and places 4173 persons to attend! upon the 
ministration of the word, He delivered ninety sermons, and reports thirty-nine as 
the number added to the professed diseiples of Christ, withiti the field of bis labors, 

Your Board can hardly feel discharged from their responsibility, without append- 
ing to the foregoing statements a few remarks; 

1. The number added to the Lord, we regard as being equally calewlated to call 

ith zealand encouragament to prosecute 
our efforts in the cause with unfaltering perseverance and undiminished vigor, 

@. Itis however, a subject of regret tO us, that from various causes, Yhere should” 
have been spent.so many <tys without the public administration of the ‘word, On 
this subject, your missionary can himself give you the best explacation, | And ‘in 
connection with this, your Board would-be perme" ed to suggest that it might be 
both interesting and useful to the Association, for him to give ®@ general account of 

- his lsbors—the state of religious feeling at the different places where hislabors have 

fs bestowed—and what are the prospects of future success within ie bounds of 


z work. 
cm %. For the condition of your finances, ¥° Pefer son to sone Treagure™’s Begort, 
We thus give you an account of our 6t p 


ewaracsuip, ¥ : j 
: espectfully submitted, Wi, WILLIAMS, Pres, 
& James Mikel, Sec'y, 
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MINUTES. 
Puse -Copnty, MI, September 12th, 1837. 


Pearl River Baptist Associatioan met this day, pursuant to ad- 
opment at Silver Creek meeting house, Pike county, Mississippi. 
\: serinon introductory jwas preached by Norvai.* Ropegrsoy, 
Ps. 89: 19—* I have laid help upon ane that is mighty.” 
(ffer a recess of lalf an hour, the delegates from the churches 
et in.the meeting house, sang a hymn, and prayer was offered 
ro. Wat, KE. SHEPPARD ; and hro, J. Crawrorp, the former Mod 
tor called Associaton ta ordér 
. ¢ letters to the Chraches were then read by Bros.. W.. Barnes 
a | 
ys. J... Cannon and N, Cowart were appointed to assist the 
l'reasurer in receiving the contributions from the Churches. 
The Association was then duly organized by the re-election of .J 
Ceawrorn, Moderator, Norvett Ropertson, Clerk,and Simeon ‘Ross 


Treasurer; Bros. Kees and M. M. Fortinberry acting as tellers. 


Bro. Barties was appointed Reading Clerk. 

Rules ef Decorum were)then read. * 

Opportunity being annotmeed from the Chair, the following. new 
‘ constituted Chruches presented petitionary letters, and were re 
eived into this Association according to the provisions of the Co Olly 


titution, viz: Grayo’s Creek, Marion county, State Line, Pike 
qunty, and Pleasant UU), Law rence County. ; 


A committee on preaeliing was oe consisting of brother 
(i. G he gpl W. W. Brooke, James Mikell, L. W. Maxwell 
. Walker. 
Rec rae correspondence from sister “Assgeittions as follows : 
From the Mississippi River, a letter and package of minutes by her 
essenger, P. P. Wilson. F rom the Ebenezer, a letter and package 
f minutes by her messényers, W. E. Sueprarp and WV. B. Rober. 
From the Strong River, a Jetter and minutes by her messen- 
cers, Wat. Toter and Isaae Bush. From the Migsissippi, a letter 
and package of minuntes/by her messenger, ZACHARIAH REEVES. 





Appointed brother ( 
brothers G. HH. 
M. -M. Fortinberry 

ims, VW th. 


to write 


Barnes 
to the Kaste: 
CRAWFORD, messenvers 

pi River; bart 
ngers—brother Brouke 
J. CRaweor! 


4% 
TILL eel 


Assm lation 
REEVES, 
Leave of nee wa 


Lette t Orrest! 


pound 


pproved. 

Comunitte ! 
Wat, Fortixperny WwW 
lay. 

Ordered that the 
of dismission be rranted. 
Agreed to hold our next 
> mony, Covington county, 

in September, 


T858, 


to write 


ane N, 


r Wo. 


1) 
and Cowa 


Por 


Barrerr and 
to the } 
, 

Rows 


ll Lauisia 


[ 


ii) write 


tiie 


iehjnse Hey 
Tot as 


ctition of t! 


anhual 


¢ chure! 


mecting 


‘anhon to write to thd » Strone Rives \ 


Thos. Py e, ni 


hen 


Th rothers 


] 


Asse} 
SCroteps 


Wa. 


e7or ia Wr 


neers any ieee 


sng 

. Pouxs cand J 
tt tlie Mise 
«. Crawford, Ines 
’ 


Hpi, 


“ white y 
} 
and 


» Mik brothers ( 


anedith y 


’ 
LOrrow, whi 


5 


raad 


| ot Jf -hily 
ML yy nted ln 
. | oe Ea 
Roly yon), to pregen 


| i 
at ( finsfille for Rett 


W id the) chureh fifi Hai 


on Saturday before th 


q sedond Lorils das 


} 
| 
; 








bro. 


‘tory 


The au 
wherenpo 
printed \ 

t the 
pullish a 
awl publi 
vear 183] 
vor serk 

Brothe 
ah ont 
ternate, 

The CI 
bution of 


usual ally 


& sufficie 
sociation, 
tional co) 
Resol rv 
and the: 
body wh 
any disp 
ary pry 
In view 
that this 
ing and st 
as far a 
Resolve 
tion, that 
Ville; a 0 
hooks: a 
sintilar es 
The 
hess, and 
COMpore | 
kell, M. } 
kett, F. } 
M. Cann 


¥ 


The anditing committee made a report which was accepted, 
wherenpon the Treasurer's Report was read and ordered to, be 
printed with our minutes. 

At the request ef bro, J. Crawrorp, the Association agreed to 
pullish a cireular, written by the late desse Mereer, of Georgia 
vid published in the minutes of the Baptist State Convention di the’ 
vear IS3L. And we earpestly request for it a candid perusal anil 
your serious reflection, ‘ 

Brother Josevu E. Pons was appointed to preach the introdiv 
‘tory at our next Association, and brother Jesse Crawrorp his al 
ternate. * 

The Clerk was requested to superintend the printing and’ distri 
bution of our mites, and Ordered that the Treasurer pay hiin the 
usual allowanee. 

Resolved that the riblisher of our minutes be sinstrueted to’ send 
@ sufliciont number of @upies thereof to cach ‘corre sponding Avy. 
sofiation, so that every church may have a copy, and-an addi- 
tional copy for cach mivikter in said’ Association. ' 

Resolved the several churches composing this Association be, 
and they are hereby requested to signify to the next session of this 
body whether they are willing that the Association should apph 
any dixyy)- plus mdnevs in the Associational fund to Mission- 

ereat good arising from Sunday Scools, Ri solucd 
that this Association avain recommend to the churches the establish 
ing and sustaining Sunday Seliools in every church ahd neighborhood 
as far as practicable, ‘ . 

Resolved, That this, Association has learned with!sineore satisfie- 
tion, that the brethren of Pike county have established at Holmes- 
Ville; o society for the tale and dissemination of Bibles and religious 
hooks; and we recommend to the brethren of other Counties to form 


similar establishments within their bounds. ‘ } 


The Association proceciied to the transaction of ‘Missionary bnsi- 


hess, aud the: Moderator nominated the following named brethren to 
compose the Missionary Board for the ensuing year} viz : James Mi- 
kell, M. M. Fortinberry, Hymrick Hooker, T.J. White, A. J. Bur- 
kett, F. M. Polk, 8. 1. Walker, Wm. Barnes, N. Ropertst IN, James 
M. Cannon, J. D. Cannon and Simeon Ross. 
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REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY BOARD. 


Your Missionary Board, in resigning to their ¢onstituency tl 
trust committed to them at your last session, are ot. conscious »! 

ving faijed to fulfil-their obligations according tv the measure ot 
their abilities, arid the force of those circumstances under which th y 
lave been compelled to discharge their duties. , 

In five-days after the adjournment of your body |we met and cor 
stituted bro. ‘William Barnes, President, and N. Roperrson, Secr: 
tary. And at.an early day thereafter another meeting was held, a1 
which bro. WitLIaM Fortinparry .was present by request ‘of the 
Hoard. After a free conversation among ourselves, and upon cor 
~ultation with bro. FortiNBerry, we again employed him as your 
Missionary, for so much of his time as he could conkistently devgt 
tw the work ; assigning to him the same field in which he had been 
previously authorized to labor, He has kept us duly informed. ot 
the manner in which he has executed the trust reposed in him. In 
appears from a synopsis of his various reports, that)he has travele«! 
wbout fifteen hundred'miles, and the sum of hearers{attending on his 
uinistrations amounts to more than three thousand four hundred. 
He has spent ninety-five days in the work, and preached seventy: 

ur sermons. Your Missionary reports the baptism of twenty; 
nverts during the past year: This success we regard as being 
ultogether encouraging. But we are authorized by bro, Fortinpery 
‘9 present to you @ fact which makes still further demands upon our 
cratitude, which is this: that in the immediate vicinity of Pear! 
River, on the past side, as far down as to Wolf creek, the means 0! 
“race may now be considered as previded and permanently estab) 
shed ; there being two chdatead ministers, and also three licen- 
lates in that part of the field upon whieh your labors have been 
estowed. This brethren, is the fruit of your saerifices, your ef 
‘orts and your prayers ; and this evidence that your endeavors and 
supplications have come uy) as a memorial before God, js a> provi- 
ae that your labors shall not be in vain in the Lord.— 
Your Missionary thinks, however, that Gainsville may be consider- 
“1, ip some respects, a partial exception to the general reptesenta- 
ow before given, as the peculiar cireumstances of that place re- 
ire something niore than the present provisions will supply. 

But south and east of this small scope of reclaimed possession, 
“ere are still extensive moral wastes over which the deep. dark: 
ess of religious destitution has long hovered. Brethren, is ‘there 
remedy? Is the Lord’s mercy “clean gone forever” with regard 
y these people? Let us lift up our eyes upon these desolations.- 

here there is needed a s¢ore of resident ministers they have onl 
‘casional visits of a strange preacher, aud this merely ‘on the out- 
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1857, 


Simeon Ross in account with the Pearl River Association. 
Receivedatlast Association for Associational purposes,$131.75 5 
Returned by Win. Fortinberry, messenger, 18.00 


Balance in Treasury last year, 308.00  F 


-— $457.75 
Cr. By cash paid out: 
To N. Robertson, messenger, 
Thomas Price, 

Wm. Williams, 0) 
G. H. Barrett, 50) 
Wm. Fortinberry, ‘ . 10.00 
Calviri Magee, “ 15.00 
J.B. Pouns, ’ , 15.00 
Jesse Crawford, “ 7.00 

N. Robertson, Clerk, fot Clerk's fee and printing 
and distributing minutes, 55.00 


~1 +1 -1 -1 


epeiahmmyindt 8 Be 
Which leaves a balance in the Treasury for Associational 4 
purposes of sy 


Reecived.at last Association for Missionary purposes 
from the churches, $124.10 
Balance in ‘l'reasury last year, 95.85 
j ————+ 219) 1 


op Cr. By cash paid out. 
lo Wm. Fortinberry our missionary for95daysserviees, 142.50 
ms . ——' 142)5 
Whieh leaves remaining in the Treasury for mission- 
ary purposes, s 74a 
. SIMEON ROSS, Treasurer. 
We your committee having carefully examined the Treasurer’ 
Report, find it correct and amply sustained by vouchers. 
: , "J. D2 CANNON, 
N. COWART. 
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is; thongh at the same. time, mingled with sorrow. for the desols : (nd ot 

é tions of Zion: And, therefore, beg leave to|address you in a few | | “And th 
unVarnished remarks, on the importance of 
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wd of christian morality, among the church 
denomination, : 
The standard.of christian morals, in itself considered, is the trut! 

it is in Jesus: and is incapable of either ¢levation or depression ; 

ut in our present design, it means the public estimation and pra 

tical Saeed in which it is held: and will be higher or lower accrd- 

ing to the views truth obtains in the’denomin ition, and to which the 

wactice of the churches will conform, and will be elevated or de- 
pressed aceordingly. Just as water secks its own level, or as_ th: 


$ and ministers: of om 


AnG IM 
condnet of a.community accords to public opinion, so will christia: z f ac 
.orals.be influenced by the standard of piety and godliness, as held tion? 
ered among the churches. This will be s rikingly ‘illustrated by Have ne 
‘erence to the one only point, in which, wa think, this standard i: 


lined the 


ficiently raised among us, that is, it is universally agreed that mended in 


mmersion, and nothing but immersion is baptism, and the practic 


o 1 . « . >» on nembers ¢ 
~ Cverywaere, in the denomination, one and the same—ithere is no And ha’ 
difference—no dispute about it. Now. if thp standard fas equal!) Hes with ¢ 


elevated in every other point of faith and duty,’ the churches would 
be in all points in the sdme practical unity! ahd peace, and tending 
fast to perfectness. Just as rays of light converge, as they ap 


rude aspe 
nas preach 
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proach their center, 80 we, in. following - this |standard, when duly uestions \ 

% levated, shall approximate each other, as wé a yproach the truth as passed off 

apis in Jesus, and losing all asperities in assimilations to’) Him wh ‘these incor 

> rnith + Siu = ° ® . tore ° 

- 3 the trut h itself, be swgllowed up in light, | But as rays of light Does it 

lying off from their soutee, diverge as the fly, till they looze estness, fi 
hemseives in unbroken Parkness ; so we in 


mursuing a depressed 


! nn tion will 
standard of ‘piety, 1 become less and less 


nust widen and separate 


' net) ppara lowing par 
» ardent in christian affections and losing all Benge of vital unio: li Ina: 
fnerge anto bitter animosities and destructive feuds, and host in ow By a ew 


‘elves and to.one another, be disembogued in |the blackness of ‘that 7 
darkness which is reserved unto wandering stars forever. That the 
-tandard of christian morality is deplorably low among tl 


ministers and churches of our denomination, is too obvious ip be 
concealed. 
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. j 
Beloved friends and brethren, to bring your minds. to bear o1 
this lamentable ¢ase permit us to ask you a few plain questions. 

\re there not many professors among us, whose spirit, life and 
onversation, illy become the gospel .of Chris t—worldly, in thei? 
views, and mercenary in all they do, so that if they were not seen, 
n meeting, or at the Lord’s table, they could not be told from mer: 


mbled 3 worldlings? And yet do they not go unreproved? 

ree Are there not many, who to’ the entire neglect of all family .reli 
; k ip co, seldom attend charth meeting, and habitually live irrevently, 
me out f not immorally? ? And are the y not suffered to go undisciplined? 
in 7 he And others there are, who, in the plainest sense are drunkards, 


And though.no drunkard hath any place in an kingdom of (God 
ud of Christ, yet, do they not \&y some means—by feigned repent 
nee, or empty ‘and vain resolves, continue from youth to old age i: 
the church, frequ ntly if not a a aalanac ‘And are theré not 
any ‘such eases? 
Awl more, is it not common, that mere negative goodness js ull 
at is requisite t> constitute a member in good standing, and res 
mmend him as suth to a sister church?—But does not the parable 
f the fig tree reprove this practice? since the tree was not threat 
ned for bearing evil fruit, but because it bore ‘none! * 
And more ver, is there not evide ntly'a want of union and con 
ertof action among both ministers and ‘churches of our | denomin 
tion? 
Have not instanees occurred in which some churches have disci- 
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christia: 
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andard i: 1 ; , : 
eed that ined their members for what others have winked ator even com- 
wactic mended in theirs? Arid have not censured, and even exc ‘luce d 
Ju 
- is no embers of some, been reeeivéd and nurtured by other churches’ 


And have not ministers gotten into heated and hurtful controve r 
‘with one another- breathing towards each other the most 
rae asperities and cruel animosities? And is it not true that one 
«ts preached what'anotlier, in, and to the same ‘congregation, ‘has 
ntradicted and exposéd as unsound and dangerous : by which 
truth 98 ara Which gender strife have abounded? And has not all this 
Tim whe sed off too without any effort to correct the evil, or to reconcil: 
of light "te inconsiderate brethren? 
oes it not then, brethren, behoove us to inquire, with great ear 


s equally 
es would 

tending 
they ap 
en. duly 


4a 
Besar “sthess, for the canses of these afftictions? » And on close -examin- 
and less tion will they not be found, mostly, if not altogether, in the fol- . 
Yunis wing particulars? 
it in ou By ha want of ‘carefulness in the admission of members. 
of ‘that 7 'Y & cursory review of tlhe New Testament, churches, it will be 
That th adily seen, that they were constituted of believers in Christ alone 


‘uch a8 were called to be saints—all of one heart dnd one soul : 

ty be iat the first churches were pattérns for all others: whi¢h should ts 
‘ vuilt up. Hence the church in Thessaloniea was -commended for 

coming followers of these which were in Judea. ‘That they kept 
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. close guard: at the door of admission, whpse vigilanée the unWor- 
thy and designing had to escape and ereep jin unawares: but. they 
“oon found themselves in so hot a bed. that} they went out of th i 

— own accord. And such would ‘have =~ the effect cven til! 
now, if the standard had been kept tip equally high. But alas! even 
the Apostles’ days, the my tery of iniquity wis.at) work 

the standard of fodly practice was soon lolWcred. so that men o 
corrupt minds and loose morals coukl lira in! the churches: and 
they were corrupted in their pristine simplicity, munity and beauty 
they had in Christ, and beeame th eulsjoct 
were even threatened with extinetion ! | 

' * Now, were not all these thines yw ritten for ow: admonition: to thy 
intent that we should be e: rfl to admit jnfto thie churches of Christ 


ohe ‘but such as ¢ive wood evidk ney of heipe-of on spirit with the 
Lord, and menliers i 


Hh paul Li ular W ith his wnly? lest we should 
incur the“displeasure they 


> onl 


t of severe rebukes, and 


incurred : and thht too denomeei against 
Israel, (probably the churely thy our (lay were in the Dry yj ole t's eve, 
Ezek. 44: 6,7, “Thus saith the Lord God 7 Ojve house of Israel 
let it suffice you of all your abominations’: lin dhat ye liave brought 
inte my Sanctuary, strangers unci¥euncise in heart amb uncireu 
chsed in flesh, to-be im Inv Sa 





rcluary, lo pollute it, ever my loins 
‘ vhen ve offer iy bread, the fat and the blood] ; ahd they have bro 





: ken Iny covenant, because of all your abounations And ve have 
: | kept the charyve of my holy things.” his last contplai if plein 
lv shows, | 
2. The want of a close find ox dly discipline, 
Clirist is the head of his ¢! urch, has cons ituted the power to gov- 
ern in the body aceordipe to his laws. for Glification arwl- not de- 
-truction.: for the preservation of the churghes in purity, uajty and 


peace. But when discipline is negleeted, oF loosely executed, th 

exuct- opposite state of thine hust Chsue.) | Corrupt men. suffered 

: im tolerated in’ the cliurelies, will seek th irjown level, and like the 
: oll leaven, will corrode and corrupt the whible boy, ahd tend. to 
. nore nnzodliness > till, by the ir humber an 1 influence, the , churel 

ut this or. that place, ay become a mere worldly sanctuary, or a 
“ynagogue of Satan. These deleterious effeets. it is believed: will 

« fowl to row very much out of, ‘ 

>i An inefficient ministry. 

The gospel ministry in all its grades. Wasi given to, and consfitnt 
ed in the church, to bring all ips the unity of the faith, into the stat- 
ure of the fullness of Christ. But it must be obvious to any? one, 
that such an end cannot He accomplished, by|A weak. contentention 
nid divided ministry. Say what we may o the churches’ power to 
vovern, pnd even to govern her ministers, ahd! yet it will be true, 
that ministers give tone and influence to public /fecling, direction and 
energy to publie spirit, and power and effiti¢ney to public effort.— 

: 
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The corruptions and. errors of Israel are ch rged on her Prophets, 
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lio refusing to speak the word of the Lord faithfully, saw vain! 

sions of peace, and taught out of the imaginations of thei ir evil 
cart. And the divisions and offences which rent, with fieree eon. 
troversies the churches at Antioch, Corinth, Galatia. Capadocin, 
Bythinja aud Asia, are charged to those iinisters who preached 
us! even oetrines contrary to that faught by the ‘pos stles Against these, 
rk ; and otonly foreivi, but alse of their own selve ‘S, the churches were 


iC. UR Wor: 
but they 
of th I 
even til 


men 6 witioned, warned, reproved and even threatened. sAnd shall ow. 
1C3's. anid « inattentive to these things? Sinilar eanses will produce sinilay 
| Leauty fleets. Therefore, as the ministers, such will be the churches. 1 
ikes, and inisters are incficient, the churches will he weak and) wavering 
try are in coutrover ‘ Mong thaneelves, thie clarches 
m, to the i he in cohfusion ¢ if wmihisters bre asunder, the churehes will 
f Christ vide, and fall inte party faci ‘id are not these! things so?" 
with the Nay ewe not, brethren, reason to take the apostolic chution : “if ve 
should | devour one another, take heed that ve .be ot: conswmned 
| against t another?” S wel) in the pili intive strain of the wee ping Pre 
Cts eye,) yet; we should Inquire, “is there wo haha in Gilead!: is ther@ iyo 
if Israel ysician there? Why then is not the healt { tha daughter of 
brought recovered?” “Let ns exa wine prayerfully and practical] 
ncireun "it the heath of the churches eanno » found in, 
y hots A lnore ful regard to a vate fandard) of faith ans 


ave bro Who are reees vi 
have 


if plein 


cle ntsiof which tl] 
more ricl teous 
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r tO gov- aUtY OF Loliness, \ ers must be beaut fied wath salvation. 
dle f } } } ) 
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nity and 
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like the her aust light in the Lord, a Ow With a sacred passion 
tend. to ake liv] ito theende af tha , 1 : a 
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And. if the echureli is 
whole} earth?” enc] 


menhersiof the churches are all 
is every where duly exeeuted in the rifhit 
stand: holiness to the Lord” will he elevate: 
godliness prometed, till a state of efficient, jac tical piety 
hibit the ehurehes as! “a conspany of horses |in Pharagh’- 
mspitnt iret ;” and “terrible as an army with banners.” But to eflectu 
he stat: te this, we believe will r tiire, ‘ 
ny” one, A more eare ful attention tos thie (ualifie ations and faithfulie-s 
en tion "those who are prefi ferred ¢ among us to t! Te gospel mjnistry. 
ower to Nothing ean be nore certain, than if the churches are-ever' rai-- 
e true, | to be holiness to the Lord, the ability and fidelity requisite must 
ion and “ought for in the constitution of ministers, And wherever this 


flort.— ueglected, the Consequences must be most deleterious to. the 'pi- 
rophets, 
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M4 | 
rity, unity, and peace of the churches. Let none say, “God wil way ; none 
‘yualify his ministers—he will give them matter and form.” This wise to a 
we fear, is the very spirit that ruined fesel they cried peace,peac, me a | 
ven there was no peace! Something must be practically and ef. ing di oe 
iently done to remedy the evils among ys. It is now generally a a 
~oneeded that both miracle and inepiratibe of truth, ceased wit) appear tD ¢ 


vated, and 
flying bann 
Israel, till ¢ 
f the Son 


Apostles. If so, ministers now have no just dependence on in- 
-}iration for what they-preach ; only as they are-instructed to w 
“ierstand the truth from the inspired scriyjtures.: This shows the 
i npittance of education, which seems to lie the scripture plan sof the f 
Those sent out by the Apostles incurred blame, in that they taught wee ey 
what they were not commanded ; proving |plainly enough, that thes 
ere authorized to preach nothing but whht they were taught. 
Thus Paul instructed Timothy and Titus t® preach and teach the 

igs (not with which they were inspired; but those) they had 
eard and learned of him; and to commit) them to those men only 
who were able and faithful to teach others also,as they had been 

vwht. And Christ lays dewn the. same ule in Matt. 13; 52, “Ev- 

ecy veribe instracted (not inapited) into the kingdom of heaven 

(or the gospel of Christ) is like unto a householder, who bringet! 

wut of his treasures things new and old.” | And surely, it is just a: 
~cnseless to send out a man to preach the gospel which he had ne 

, heen taught, With any expectation of bik teaching it,correctly, a- 
t would be to employ a man to teach all th¢ branches of refined edu- 
cation, who had never studied their clemenitary principles. But it 
tag be asked, does not God do more for the one than for the other 
Yep, blessed be his name! he does. He gives to the man he~ call: 
ith the ministry, his Hely Spirit to impress and Jead his mind, to 
ting work, to elevate and open his anderstahding in the study of th 
<Iiptures, to know atid receive the truth, and aptness to impart it 
ty» thers. And to secure faithfulness in tl » discharge of the duties 
of this highly responsible office, He gives, not only the spirit of 
fea, bat of power and love and of a wend mint ; Byt that ma 
nitht as well be expected to know and eNplain all the ‘beauties o! 


ifure, whose eyes had never been opened pi its Volume, as for * 


' 


ed 


= muMuster to preach the truth as it is in Jest s, who neither knows 
ip stiidies the scriptures. Nor can he else preserve the ministr' 
toemn blame by knowledge. or show himself! approved unto God, 2 
‘ykman that needeth not-to be ashanied. rightly dividing the wor 

truth. | : 


Besides, the results to be had by the gostiel ministry are such & 
tm never be attained, unless purity in knowledge, unity’ in desig’ 
} purpose, and fidelity in pragtice be first| found in the ministers 
Lidy must be taught to preach the same things ; they must become 
sible to mutual obligations, and the impgrtance of unity in ¢ 
‘}, And when ministers of every degree shall be found in units 
vorkers together with the Lord, all pulling at once, and the san 
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way ; none too selfish to reveive help—too proud io be taught—ton 
ise to learn—too independent to submit—nor too great to be least : 
hut all studying to be prepared to do the work of the Lord——meditat- 
ing diligently on the things taught in his word—and wholly giving 
themselves to them, that their profiting (not their greatness) may 
appear to all; then the standard of christian morality will. be ele- 
vated, and the churches will all fall‘into regular ranks under its 
lying banners ; and) onward shall be heard from every camp of-our 
lcrael, till all come, in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
{ the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of’ the sfat 
ure of the fullness of ‘Christ. 


“Pastors and churches then, 


\ 


All with united ken, a 
Wrapt in serapbic flame, 

God and the Lamb to praise, 

Shall shout through endless diys, 


The long—the loud amen !”’ 
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